
Stones to inspire. July 19th 2021. Ephesians Ch2 v 11 to the end.  

During the past eighteen months of the pandemic every parish church has been a visible presence of 
continuity and hope in each community, providing a place where people could come to rest, to pray 
and to find comfort and reassurance. Sitting inside a church, observation shows the variety of stone 
from which the church is built. Some are large, some are small, but each one contributes to the 
strength and structure of the building and its purpose, namely to be a visible sign of the presence of 
God in the midst of life. In Ephesians Ch.2 St. Paul has stones in mind. He wrote, “You are citizens 
with the saints, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ Himself as 
the cornerstone.”  Ever since then the building up of the Church the Body of Christ has continued. 
Now we are the living stones who help to continue the building process. Like the stones which we 
see in our church buildings, we are to buttress and support each other; strengthening each other’s 
weaknesses; bearing one another’s burdens; encouraging each other along the journey of life and 
faith thereby enabling people to experience the love and grace of the Christ-like God reaching out to 
them.  

How vital this is. St. Mark records the occasion when Jesus saw a crowd following Him and, “he had 
compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd.” Many today feel lost or 
overwhelmed by the experiences of the past eighteen months, including isolation and loneliness, like 
sheep without a shepherd.  As living stones in the fellowship of the Church may we ensure that our 
churches are places where the presence of our Lord the Good Shepherd is known, assuring people 
that they are not alone but valued and loved.  Places where, to quote St. Paul,  “we rejoice with 
those who rejoice and weep with those who weep.” In St. Luke Ch 15 Jesus gives us an insight of 
what this means.  The story of the Lost Sheep reveals that God cares for all, even those who stray. 
The story of the Lost Coin reveals that each person is of worth to God; one of His jewels. The story of 
the Prodigal Son reveals longing to restore us to Himself and surround us with His Love.  

However, shepherding can be demanding and onerous which is why the main characteristics of the 
Christian life are endurance and faithfulness in worship and prayer. Dr. Cally Hammond in her book 
“The Sounds of the Liturgy; how Words work in Worship,” states that the Liturgy [or act of worship] 
is the key to encourage us and uplift us to God. The repetition of its phrases and the value of its 
words, hallowed by time and use, speak to the inner soul; lets the glory shine through and are a 
window onto God.  As Gustave Mahler said,  “Tradition is the kindling of the flames and not the 
worship of the ashes.” 

The stones of our churches have borne witness to God and the Gospel for many centuries. May we 
the Church today, as living stones, bear witness to that unique life which gives point and purpose to 
all that happens between our birth and death; the life of Him who said, “I am the Light of the world. 
the person who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 


